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On the one hand, this has given rise to what some
have referred to as a politics of “secure urbanism and
resilient infrastructure” (Hodson and Marvin, Y+)+)

and others describe as an era of “carbon control”
(While etal., y+1+).

interest in the development of low carbon and “self-
sufficient” forms of energy infrastructure, including
decentralized generation, smart grid projects, and
“zero carbon” development

new programs for reducing GHG emissions have been
accompanied by overt references to enhancing the
security and independence of energy supply for cities
and reducing the costs of energy for residents
(Hodson and Marvin, v.\+; Bulkeley and Schroeder,

Y41Y)

It is such principles that have also informed the
development by the Chinese government of the “low
carbon city” program, which was launched by
China’s Ministry of Construction and the World Wide
Fund for Nature in 2008 (Liu and Deng 2011: 190).

While those which are based on discourses of “secure
urbanism” and ‘“carbon control” suggest that low
carbon urbanism is not only compatible with but
essential to economic growth (Hodson and Marvin,
2010; While et al., 2010)
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The direct effects of a warming earth will exacerbate
many longstanding urban ills, such as rapid
population growth, sprawl, poverty and pollution,
and, in general, climate change will stress the urban
environment along multiple pathways (Rosenzweig et
al., 2011a; UN-Habitat, 2011).

Cities must also be recognized as crucial elements in
any global responses to climate change (Rosenzweig
etal., 2011a).

Cities generate as much as 70 percent of global
greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions (International
Energy Agency, 2008).
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